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H E Relation Mr. Harris had un* 
to your Illuſtrious Family, by rea- 
ſon of his near attendance on your Ho- 
Nour ; occaſions this Addreſs unto you.Tt 
| pleaſed the infinitely wiſe God to ſmite 
him, and #9 ſooner was be ſmitten with his laſt Sickneſs, 
A 2 but 


The- Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


but be apprehended himſelf a dymg Man, one that had 


the Sentence of Death paſt- upon- him. T-was- theu 
but newly returned from my Engliſh Church of Mid- 
dleburg in Zealand, when he heard of my Arrival, 
and deſired my Preſence with him, and Prayers for him, 
The Intereſt. be had in my Reſpe&ts and Aﬀeftions from 
his Childhood ( Upon the Account of bis deareſt Friends 
who ordinarily attended and incouraged my; Mmiſtry at 
Kingsbridg in Devon, more than twenty years azo, ) 
and that Grace of God T knew in him, ingaged me miſt 
readily to any Service for his Soul. 

Wavinz al! unneceſſary Diſcourſes, 1 fell preſently 


a Spiritual Phyſitian into. an inquiry about his Spirit-' 


al Eftate ; and ſhall ſpeak it without Vanity or varying 
from the Truth; that of themany dying Perſons I have 
viſited, rarely had T more fatisfaFtion as to their ever- 
laſting Condition from any, than from this Decea- 
ſed Gentleman. He had ſuch a deep awakned ſence 
ard feeling of Si in-its Filth and Guilt, in its Polluts 
o1 aud ( urſe,ſuch Groanings under that Body of Death, 
Sin indwelling in him, as exceedingly bumbled, 4 
baſed, melted him. Sin was unto him a moſt grievous 
and intollerable Burden ; not the Porters Burden, 
that be could eaſily and:chearfully ſubſiſt under ; Ny, 
but the Captives Burden, the ſick mans Burden, 
Burden too beavy for him to bear, from which he would 
be moſt willingly-and cordially rid and freed. Hence 
he cryed. out as. that great and Holy Apoſtle ; © 
wretched. Man. that I.am !. who. ſhall del? 
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. The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ver me from the Body of this Death ? 
This made bim long, and long earneſtly for a Savi- 
our, to cloſe ſeriouſly with a ( bri$t, to value the Lord 
Jeſus infmitely ;- becauſe none but Inamanuel could 
fave him from bis Sins, deliver him from the bondage 
of bis Corruptions; and redeem-bim from that Wrath to 
come. He had choſen-this. ( briſt for his All, accepted 
him as his Lord and Lawgiver ſome years before ;. /o 
that now he lived as a juſt and juStified Perſon, by bis 
Faith in his ſick and Death-bed, When be ſpake of 
(krift's doing and dying for him, of his Paſſion for-him, 
ard ER” Jan on him, it was with an admiring Spirit, 
wndering at his tranſcendent ( ondeſcenſions to ſo vile 
aid worthleſs a Creature ; wondering. at his glorious Un- 
dertakings for ſo great a Sinner. He was much taken 
i- Wl '? ( 45 all ſanfified Souls are). with the beights and 
1- WI *tths, the lengths and breadths, with thoſe unfathoma- 
ce Wl fe Dimenſions of the Love of Chriſt, ſurpaſſmg all Un- 
tis Wl #1/tanding. From thoſe unſearchable. Riches of 
þ, WM Chriſt be fetcht Treaſures of Grace to ſupply his Souls 
4 | vaits, his preſent Spiritual Neceſſities, and ines of 
ous WW Glory for his future. Felicity ; He-had a ſingular Calme, 
en, WY #4 Serenity #pon his. Spirit. All was well between: his 
Ns, BY fart and Head, between him and bis God ; and ſo was 
ns WY ove the Love of Life, and fear of Death. He was 
wid WY Priced weary of this World, weary of. living in it, not 
upon the account of his preſent Diftemper and Afliftions, 
(be Þas a Chriſtian of a far more noble temper and Ma- 
ſter of greater Patience than to faint under ſuch Exers 


ciſes, ). 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ciſes, ) but be was weary of it upon the fore of bis Sing, 
and therefore panted after a full Salvation from them, and 
deſired to be diſſolved, -that he might be with 
Chriſt, to be ſatisfied with bis likeneſs, and to be as 
mong thoſe bleſſed Spirits of juſt men made perfebt. Till 
the violence of his Diſeaſe was extream,the inward frame 
of his Soul, as far as could, be gueſt from bis Words and 
Attions, was very holy, ſerious,and ſpiritual : andin the 
Paroxy{ms of his Fevor nothing undecent, nothing 
unbecommg a Chriſtian, a dying Saint dropped from him, 
What lucid Intervals he bad were ſpent by him in fervnit 
Prayers, and he was ever praying : and the Godshears 
ing Prayer graciouſly heard and anſwered bim, unſtung 
Death for him, gave bim by Death a Writ of Ealc 
from all bis Pains and Troubles;a glorious Viftory over al 
his ghoſtly Enemies, and mſtated him into an Inheritance 
with his Saints m Life Eternal. A rational Charity obligeth 
me thus to hope and Write of a dead Saint. Y our Honour 
hath loſt a religious Servant, but God hath gained hin. 

Thu Sermon preached at his Funeral, craves yout 
Honour's Acceptance, and that you would vouchſaft 
to pardon his Preſumption in prefixing your Great 
Name to /o poor a thinz, Who is 


Ot your Honour, 
London S7/'. 23% The moſt Humble and moſt Obedient 


368 14, 
Servant in Chriſt Jeſus, 
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nce Duteron. 32, 29: 


ur if 0 that they were Wiſe, that they underftood this, that 
im. WU they would conſider their latter End. 


H1S Chapter is Moſes's Swan-like Song. 
 Natwaliifts tell us that the Swan Sings 
ſweeteſt near his Death; //-ae/ had two 
{weet Singers, Moſes and David. The firſt 
Song recorded in Scripture was penn'd by 
Miſes, 15. Exod, Andhis laſt, juſt as he was climbing 
W Mount Nebo, mounting to the top of Piſgah, and in 
ww of both Canaars, Terreſtial and Celeftial. He was 
"ww at the Door of Eternity, and in eternal Glory 
tre is nothing but Praiſes. A/oſes begins his vouw of 
eaven 


ent 


"HE 


(c2:) 
Heaven on Earth. The Rabbins lay of him, that he 
died of a Kiſs of Gods Mouth. God had fatisfied him with 
his Mercies, raviſhed him with the hopes of approach: 
ing Glories,and therefore his Heartand Soul;his Tongue 
and Song muſt be publiſhing the high-ſounding Praiſes 
of his God. | 
There is one thing conſiderable in and about this 
Divine Hymn. It ſeems to have bin the Care and Pra- 
ice of God's antient Church to learn4t their Children by 
Heart. Sure Iam they had God's expreſs Order, his 
poſitive and peremptory Command for it. Cap. 31. 19. 
Now therefore write ye this Song for you, and teach it the 
Children of 1/rael : put it in;their Mouths ; that this Song 
ay be a Witneſs for me againſt the Children of Tſrael.And 
ver{ 21. ud it ſþall come to paſs whew many Futls and 
Troubles are befallen'them, that this Song ſhall teſtify a | 
gainſt them 3 a Witneſs: For it ſhall not be forgotten out 
of the Months of their Seed, O that Parents would do 
{o now adays! But to our Buſineſs ; This Song conſis Mt 
of three parts. 1. A Narration of God's Mercy, and 
the Churches Iniquities, from the 5.to the 18. ve/. ſ 
2. Of God's Judgments, the Enemies Cruelties, and 
the Saints Sufferings, from 19. wer/. to the 34. 3. Of 
God's Vengeance, and the Churches Deliverance, from 
5- to 43. 
; Our 7exe is fallen under the ſecond Head, The Cru- 
elties. of: their Enemies, and the Miſeries of the Church, 
God-had threatned becauſe of their Sins to heap Mil- 
chiefs upon them, to ſpend his Arrows upon them, to 
muſter up 4rmies of Deſtroyers, to Commiſſionate the 
Sword without, and Terrors within againſt them, to Con- 
ſume them with Hunger, to devour them with Flames, t0 ; 
root out Young andOld, the Yirgin and the Suckling with WF the 
the Man of Gray. Hairs. This their Adverſaries would W the 
do as God's Inſtruments, and behave themſelves in tle WO the 
going of it very proudly. But in the midſt of Judg: 
om ments 


ments .God remembers Mercy, His Soul is grieved for 


'the Afftictions of his People, he remembers them in their 
by Condition, and his Bowels of Compaſſion yearn up- 
' nthem,;: And therefore in our Text, out of meer Com- 


miſcration of their deplorable Eſtate, and-to remedy it, 


'hecry's out. O! thet they were wiſe, that they underſtood 
this, that they would conſider their latter end. Three things 


God intimates here as their Duty, :that would be very 
pleaſing, exceeding acceptable to him. | 

I. That they were ie that they would ccaſe fooling 
and Singing. Sin is folly, Godlineſs in its power and 
practice is the beſt and trueſt Wiſdom. 

To fear God, that is Wiſdom ; and to depart from Full, 


| that is Underſtanding. It they were G y, they would 28.Job.z?, 


be Wiſe indeed. O! Saith God, that there were in them 


ſach an Heart that they would fear me,and keep my Cl ommanad- 5-Deut-29+ 


ments always | This gracious, this judicious Heart would 
be for their good, and the good of their Children after 


them for evermore. 


2. That they underſtood this, underſtood what ? I an- 
wer, their preſent Duty under their preſent Circum- 
ſtances , the conſideration of their latter Fund What 
will be the end Sinners of all theſe Sins you are guilty 
of? what will be the end of your Corruptions and Per- 
rerlneſs ? of your unthankfulneſs and Idolatries? O ! 7 
Fools, when will you learn Hiſdom? Will you never 
nſtruQted and adviſed ? an underſtanding man will take 
Counſel. Underſtand what God is ſpeaking to you by 
bis Word and Providences. Underſtand what your Sins 
ae ſpeaking to you, and will bring upon you. Learnto 
what place they are leading and carrying you. 

3. O! that they would confider their latter End! that 
they would lay to Heart the laſt reſult and ifſue of all 
their Sins: Theſe ſweet ſtolen Waters diſemboguing 
themſelves into the dead Sea, let them take heed they te 
not hurried with the Current into Deſtruction _— 

B they 


\(.4') 
they are aware. Jeraſe/emr mas brought tb | 
b. raeG; ſbe conſidered =- ' ber Haves wail, 3am. 9. 'S 
_ that 'God is diſpleaſed with their Folly and Tpnorance, 
' with their Stupidity and Raſhneſs, and ſpeaks in the 
 perfon of a Father, lamenting the Sotriſhneſs.and. Bry- 
' tiſhineſs, the Stubbornneſs and Obſtinacy of his Hair- 
brain'd Children, © ! that they were wiſe! O! that they 
would be adviſed by me, feriouſly to think wpon' their 
latter end! *Tis an Option, ſpoken after the'manneref 
men, but muſt be underſtood m a manaes befitting and 
becoming God. The Lord hath no vain Wiſhes, nor 
wouldings, no fruitleſs nor inſignificant Vellcities ; on- 
p in a way of wiſhing familiar to man, he is pleaſed to 
t forth what is his Will conceraging man, what he ex- 
peQs and exaCts from Men, even that they ſhouldbe 
wiſe, that they ſhould embrace his Advice and Coun 
fel, ro Confiter their latter Fnd. 
So that from the'Words thns opened, we may gather 
theſe Points of DofEtrine. |  M 
t. Dot. That profeſſed Iſraelites may.be arrant Fools.0! 
that they were Wiſe, Divine Wifdom is not to-be foundin 
all of them ; many are viſible Saints who yet are real 
Sinners, real Fools. 
2. D. *Tis the JFill and Pleaſure of God, that ſuch 
as profeſs their - Faith and _ is him, ſhould be ſo wiſe 4 
"zo be adviſed by him. A wile raan will underſtand what 
God ſpeaks to him. Viſaom is juſtified of her Children. 
' 3.D. AGodly wiſe man is 4 hin ing man, 4 thought 
ful and conſiderate Perſon. © | that they were wilx, that 
they underſtood this, thatthey would confider. 
4. D. Our laft end ſhould take up our _— and chirf 
eſt Thoughts. ButT ſhall wave all theſe, and fum vp4*IIl 80 
Zext in thisone Point of Pl. 
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That ſerious Thoughts about , and religions Prepare 
tass far our latter End, aroan Argument and Evidence of 
ſeving Grace in us, of ow heavenly Wiſdom and Under- 
funding. 


Three things .in this Dodirive crave our Atten- 
ton, for £xplication: and Confirmation. x The Ob- 
kt of our ſerious. Thoughts, and religious Preparati- 
ans, our latter End. 2. The AQs converſant about this 
Objet, Underflanding and Conſidering. 3. The Effet 
and Fruit of theſe Ats ; a» Argament and Fvidence of 
ing Hifdom , of our being in « ſtate of Grace before 
ol, 
1. The ObjeR of our ſerious Thoughts, and religious 
ther W Preparations,our /arter end. What is that ? what are we 
to underſtand by it / What is this Fd of ours, that muſt 
;0! WM & þ ſeriouſly and religiouſly Conſidered by us? 7 an- 
adin Wl ſ9r. 4 1. *Tis Death. This is the /aff Zxd of all ; 
real WW We draw near apace unto it : The longeſt Day hath a 
fatal Period; .the oldeſt man is yet mortal. AMerhuſa- 
ſa WY * the antient died as well as others; he could not attain 
ies WF toa thouſand Years; that is a number of PerfeQioa ; 
what WW but there is no perfeftion.in this World. We that are 
dren.  2w upon the Stage muſt march off as well as thoſe bes 
oli ore us. There is no Eternity, nor eternal Duration 
that Pere below. Time that meaſures all things is it ſelf li- 
mited, The Gaſs is now turned up, the Sand is now 
chief 4runoing, and ſhortly all will be out, and then we are 
pb WY 800, = this whole generation of Creatures allo. 8g. 
. 48, 
2, Judgment to come. As it is 4ppointed for all men , wa, 1», 
Ne to dy, fo.is it at laſt for all ro come ro Fudement, Ere 
bong the. Trump ſhall ſound, the Graves: ſhall — 
Fs: B 2 coz 
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CE» 
ed, the Dead ſhall live, and we and they muſt appear 
before the Tribunal of the Lord Jeſus. 

1. Inthis Judgment there will be a folemn, a moſt 

16. Luk 2. EXA&t and accurate Scrutiny, and examination had of all 
that we have bin and done. Give 4n «ctount of thy Stew: 

25Mat.18. aydſhip, of all the Tallents concredited to thee. - He that 

24-0" had butone was reſponſible forit : God will require what 

14. Rom. 15 Paſt. The Review will be ver {triQt. Every one of us 

12, ſhall give an account of himſelf ts Goa from the firſt toaſt, 
from our Birth- unto our Death; never an ACtion but it 

12. Ecclel. ſhall be ſifted. God will bring us to Fudgment for every 

_ Work, for every ſecret thing, J it good or evil, God will 
look into the matter and manner, the Subſtance and Cir: 
cumſtance, the Springs and Motives of all our undertak- 

3. Mal. 15. ings. Every Word, every idle Hord every good Word, 

12. Mar. {hall be then read over again z yea, and the very thoughts 

25. of our Hearts ſhall be then deteQted, - and have a duc 

x-Rom.16. recompence of Reward. 

2. There will be full and clear Evidence brought in a- 
gainſt you : *Twill be utterly impoſſible to evade,or pal- 
Late, or ſhift off Accuſations. God hath now numver. 
leſs Eyes and Spies upon you, which ſhall witneſs for 
2-:Rev 12. God .7 he Books then ſhall be opened, the Vollumes of-mens 
own Hearts and Conſciences, and theſe ſhall produce 
Evidence againſt Sinners themſelyes. . ngels and De- 
vils, wicked Men and good Men ; yea, Hexvenand Earth 
{hall reveal the Iniquity of Sinners, if they durſt go2- 
bout to cover it. But Coxſciexce will be better than a 
thouſand //itreſſes : It doth not ſpeak now, -but it ſhak 
1m thatday with a Vengeance. The Sinner hath bribed 
his Conſcience, as a man doth the Connſellcr of his adverl: 
Party, not to plcad againſt him. But when Chriſt comes 
to Judgment, Conſcience ſhall ſpeak the truth, the whole 
truth / It ſhall bring forth its Regiſter, and demonſtrate 
every particular ; his own Cenſcience will be the fulleſt 


and cleareſt Evidence againſt the Sinner. It w_ 
ere 
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(7) 
here below already in God's little days of Judgments z 
ſo was Cain's, Paſher's, and: Zuidai's;, they could gor bear - 
up norAupport under its Accuſations, under its ſelfrcon- | 
demnations and Teerrors: - And if owr own hearts do cor | 


dem ks here, \God is mightier than they, and will, much 3. Job 


more condema us, .for he knoweth all things. 

3. Conſider in that great and laſt day the Fudge and 
his Aſſeſſors,”.who they arc and ſhall be. God: hath ap- 
pointed to judge. the World by the man Chriſt Jeſus. 
This Chrift whom the Sinner would not receive, whom 
ke hath rejeQed; and ſcorned in his Offices and Ordinan- 
ces, ſhall fummon him to his Bar, and inforce him to 
render a Reaſon for all thoſe. Aﬀronts and Wrongs, In- 
juries and Indignities he hath offered him. Sinner / In 
what a doleful taking wilt thou be, when thy deſpiſed 
Chriſt ſhall deſpiſe thee ? whea thy rejeted Sawviovy ſhall. 
reject thee ?-. when this disbelieved and provoked Chrift 
ſhall judge and damn thee ? Peſides, there axe his preci- 
ous Saints at his. fide, at his right hand, fitting upon 
the Bench with him, who joyn in the Sentence pronoun- 
ced againſt.thee:. ' They ſhall approve and applaud. it. 
Know ye not that the Saints ſhall judoe the Horld ? They 


bil judge Angels, the Apoſtate gels. This makes 5; _ 


the proudeſt Devi/ that hears me, rage and tremble : 
That thoſe very S:1iz#s whom He 'Tempted, Slandered, 
ally Accuſed, cauſed to be Perfecuted and Butchered, 
ſhall one day ſit uponthe Throne with Chriſt, and con- 
demn Him. -The Soveraign Judge will then ſay unto 


his Szipts as Fajhaa did to the Iſraelites » Come, put your 10. Jolk. 


Feet upon the Neeks of theſe Kings; upon the Necks of ?+ 
theſe proud malicious Devils and trample over them. You 
are above them, and ſhall be exalted over them for ever 
more, And if they ſhall judge gels, ſurely ir can 
Men. Zou ſball fit, ſaith our Lord , upon 12 7 

Judzing the a» of /ſrael. O! what an uncomfor- 
table Sight miſtthis needs be unto thee Sinner ; to - 

0 
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(2) 
ho that Selptin G and to be thy Jolige, whom! 
thou luſt rofiedand d,fotbed 2nd reviled,c 
ard murdered;-and. yet chow ſhalkr whether thou! wile ap 

- * no&behold it, and lament thy: own madneſs, and wiſh:thy, 

;. wit: {df his Read, when iris to no t. Jr ohet Dy, 

1.06. (4;th the Apoctyphal Wiflom, {ball the: Righteons fland: 
with great Confidence before the Faces of his. Perſecators 
they ſhall be horribly sfv\aill: at -#his ffrange Sight, to ſor 
him ſaved contrary to their Expettations...' Thenchanging 
their Opinions, and groaning throagh anguiſh of Soul, th 
ſhall beſpeak one the other ;, behold the man ! whom we laugh- 
ed to Scorn, and had heretofore in Derifion ! We Fools 
counted his Life madneſs, and his Death Infamous! But 
iow is he now numbered among the Sons of Gad ; : and hath 
his Portion among the Saints ; ſarely we have ſwerved from 
the way of Truth, and were never intightned with the Light 
of Righteouſneſs : The Sun of Righteouſneſs never ſbined 
P08 Ws. 

7 4. The AQtions of this day ſhall be according to Rule. 
2Kom-12. They that Sinned without the Law of Scripture, ſhall be 
Tried and Judged by the Zaw of Nature :. and Chriſti 
ans that have ſinned under the' Gofpe! ſhall be Condemn- 
ed by it: Intheſe Sacred Volums lies the Doom of this 
whole Aſſembly, yea, - and of the whole Chriſtian 
World. | 
- 5. Angels, and all Mankind ſhall be SpeCQtators of that 
day's Tranſactions. They ſhall not be hudled up © 
: Deeds-of Darkneſs in'a Cloſet, or a Chamber : 'No but 

3: Joel. 2- theſe laſt 4/7zes ſhall be ſolemnized before allthe World, 
in the open' Air, and probably the Throne of Chriff may 
be erected vw:r the Valley of Jeholophat. Wherever it 
be that the Judge ſhall ſit, his Throne and Perſon ſhall 
be Conſpicivous, -* The Sign of” the Son of Man, whatever 

| it be, {all be vilible to the whole World. Behold ! he 

r Rer. 1. rmanert) ith Clowds, a4 every Eye fbull fee him, and they 
+1. whith pverced him « und'4(l indreds of the Earth ful 
ITT h«ca-, g f hin. 6.1 
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1 8 ' 56" Ziff. Tooktqthe Dogom-and Sent2nee, This.val!! 
Li bemelt Equitable:and Righteous The -Conffiens xs <1 


"o the vileſt and moft- unri us (Sinners Fob hve 18 
Y -thing;to-except againſt it. Their Torgnes {{11/! !-- tied, 
y their 'Mouths nwzz/ed like Doggs, thut they ſhall not be 
d, MW bk to'bark againſt it. It wiltheſo-Plain, fo reaſonable, 
; + conſonant'to univerſal Juſtice, and the Diftates of 
L their own-now perfeftly inlightned Conc iences, rhat they 
4 muſt and ſhall cry.out, as Rehoboam and his Nobles did, 7; ©" 
The Lord is Righteous ! His ways are Juſt and Holy ! 7he 
; Heavens ſhall' declare God's Righteouſneſs : For God is__ v1 6 
ls Fudge himPelf. Ws 
at Again, as the'Sentence will be Righteous, ſo will it 
th be peremptory .and Irreverſible, the State enſuing here- 
M upon will be unalterable_ and Eternal. You will either 
bt hear the Judg ſay ;. Come ye bleſſed of my Father , Inherit 
7 the Kingdom prepared for you before the Foundations of the, wn; 
World; or go ye Curſed , into errlofig Fire prepared 34. 41. 
e for the evi] and his Angels for ever: The Wicked ſhall"! 45 
X "poanto-everleſting 'Puniſhment,, but the righteons into Fter- 
bs nl Life, O ! what a dear rate- ſhall Sinners pay for 
a their cheap. Sinsz everlaſtiog Wages for ſhort Work. 
1s Sirs ! think I beſeech you upon the Sentence, and the 
an W State following it. Depart ye Curſed, . and Depart for e- 
ver / That for ever ! This everlaſting ' carry's with it 


at a moſt dvleful. Accent / It were ſome Comfort that the 
8 Torments.of Sinners . might be at laſt ended. When T 
ut have diſcourſed with. ſome condemned Malefafors,, 
d, W 7hieves and Murderers, how have they ſvllaced them» 
ay klyes-with this Notion? ?Tis but a quarter of an Honr,. 
it or an half Hours Pain at the utmoſt that we ſhall ſuf- 
al fer, and then. no more. But Sinners /' it will not be ſ6 


er W with you. Your' Eſtate will. be unchangable and your 
Torments everlaſting. Our Lord faies of his. Saints 
that after their Pangs. are over, their Joys follow, and :5:Jotv21 3: 
no,man ſhall bereave *em of them, *But *rwill, be quite 

=. | comrary & 
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contrary with you, once yqar Joys are gon, they ars gon 


for ever: and once your Pangs and Torments com 
are come forever. You go ito that State hoe te Dre 
never dies, and the Fire ſpall never be extinguiſhed. \f x 
man ſhould come once in a thouſand Years, and take a 
Pail of Water out ofthe Ocean, it would be long a empty- 
ing, yetatlaſt it mightbe. But in a million of Ages not 
one drop of the Ocean of God's Wrath. is to be remoyed 
from you. Tho you cry then as Fob. O / Zhat we were 
29. Job. 2. a5 iz times paſt ! Or as thoſe in Hoſea, come ye Rocks, 
to, Hol. 8: me ye Mountains! fall upon #s, and hide us from the 
Face and fierce Wrath of God. Yet it will be to, no pur- 
poſe, there will be no poſlibility of. evading or avgiding 
it. Time was when it might hav@been: but that times 
paſt ; your Condition is now unalterable ; *cis Eternal. 
When Lyfimachus ſold his Kingdom for a Draught of 
Water ; he cried out, how dearly have I bought a ſhort- 
liv'd Pleaſure ! Sinners! you will ſay the fame. - Sin 


never quits Coſts ; *'Tis the deareſt Fargeiz you ever 
purchaſed. You muſt pay for it always, - and yet your 
| Debt will be never paid. 


And ſo much for the Objedt. 


2. Let's alittle conſider the Ats converſant about 
this Obje&, and they be theſe two, Underſtanding and 
Conſizering. O! That they nderſtood this? O ! that 
they would Coxſider Death and Judgment to come. 0! 
that they would have ſerious Thoughts about them, and 
religious Preparations for them. 

Queſtion. What is there imported in theſe AQs ? 

I Anſwer. 1. Ignorance, Neſcience of this Funds: 
mental is poſitively condemned, he that knows not whe- 
ther there be a Life after Death, a Day of Judgment for 

Þ r5Pco.2. the Juſt and Unjuſt, is in a miſerable caſe. /Yithow the 
knowleds of this Article of our Religion, the Hcart canast 
be good. | ' 2, There 


2. Th 
be fm 
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uſt be a'F«4hand Belief of it. There muſt 
full Perſwaſionof approaching Death and 


Judgment, . an. unfei Aſſent and Conlent to their 
Truth and Being; There muſt be no doubting nor re- 
jtion of this Article. The Devils by the DiQates of 
their own Conſciences, are forced to avow there 1s a Judg- 
ment to come. They. believe all the Articles of the 
Creed. Art thou come to torment #s before the time; AS if +; James 
they had ſaid : We know thou art, our Fudge, we know 19: 
we ſhall be damned, we know and believe we ſhall be ***** 25 
tormented moſt exquiſitely and eternally at laſt : But 
ſhall our Torments begin now ? before that great and 
aſt Day ! Sirs, have as great and better Faith than the 
Devils, or you are undone. 

3. The Meditations and RefleCtions on them mult be 
frious, you, muſt be fixed, dwell, and feed upon theſe 
Objets, Death and Fudement : Our Thoughts muſt not 
d as the Dogs of #eypr, that lap at the Vi/zs, and for 
karof the Crocodyle are immediately gone ; nor as the 
Svllow that ſwiftly flies by, and as ſwiftly flies from us. 
No, the Terrors of Death, the Horrors of the day of 
Fadzment, (hould not deter us from muſing and medita- 
ting on them: Tho when we hear and read them our Be/- 
lies tremble, our Lips quiver at their Voiceand Report ; 
tho Rottenneſs thereby enter into our Bones; yetthink and 
think again fixedly, religiouſly of them, and you ſhall 
lave reſt in the day of Trouble. 

Conſider ſeriouſly Sirs of Death : conſider ſeriouſly of 
Fudzwmient to come. This Conſideration carries in it. 
I The Attention, and Intention of the Soul unto its O6- 
j*#. Itmuſtbe as it were joyncd and glewed to it, wed- 
ded and incorporated with it. 2. There muſt be awak- 
ened, melting AﬀeQtions. The thoughts of our /attey 
End, the Conſideration of Deatrh and Fudgment ſhould 
rouſe up our drouſie Spirits from their ſinful Zerhargy's, 


and put us upon ſerious /2quiries, how to eſcape Eternal 
C 


Death, 
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Death, how to-ſibiR comfottably in 6 Doyoof phage 
F 


ment : The Fearof this Wrath'to come, t | 
that dreadful Day ſhould 'be fo potefit upon out Sobls, 
that Night and Day, we ſhould be inquiring rhe way to 
Heaven. O! HFhat ſhall 7 doto be ſaved? 

3. Hereupon there muſt be wy Reſolutions, and re- 
Iigious powerful P#rpofes to abandon all Sin, to get all 
: Grace, to perform all Duties, to uſe all Ordinances, and 
to improve all the Providences of God. ' Since' you know 
the Terror of the Lord, you muſt be perſmaded and prevail. 
ed with, not to Conform to this preſent Horld, but tobe 
Transformed by the renewing of your Mind, and to prove 
what is that good and acceptable and perfet# Hill of God, 
You muſt renounce al/ Ungodlyneſs and worldly Luſts, and 
live ſoberly and: religioufly in this preſent World: You 
muſt preſent your Bodies aliving Sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
wnto God, which is your reaſonable Service, You muſt re- 
folve to be Chriſtians indeed, to deny your ſelves, to take 
up your Crofs, and follow the Lord Feſus, wherever he 
ſhall lead orcall you. | 

In ſhort, there muſt be laborious, reſtleſs Indeavours 
to pleaſe and glorifie God, whatever you do in things 
Natural, Civil or Religious, in Secret or Publick, at 
Home or Abroad, you muſt do it ultimately and inten 
tionally for his G/ory, That muſt be the Mark and Butt 
at which you ſhould always level in- your Thoughts and 
AQtions you ſhould not as Balaam be full of good //iſber, 
and deſtitute of good Performances, you mult not on- 
ly defire to dye the Death, but endeayour to /ive the Life 
of the Righteous. Religion muſt be your Work, your 
Buſineſs. Your Relations muſt be filled up with Grace, 
your Conditions with Grace, yea there muft be a Vein 
and Stream of Grace running through all your Imploy- 
ments: you myſt labour whiteſt preſerr in the Boay, tobr 
_ accepted with the Lord, If ever you will conſider your 

liter Fad to ſaving Ends and Purpoſes, if ever you wil 
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prepare fort ſeriouſly and religiouſly, you muſt be fix+ 
ed, immoveable, | ahmays abpunding in the ork of the Lord, 
unto all well pleaſing. 

3. Theeffet = Fruit of this Knowledg and Conſi- 
deration had of our /atter End, is, that it will evidence 
our being in a ſtate of Grace, that we are poſleſſed of 
Saving Wiſdom. 

For 1. The main is ſecured, the everlaſting Weal and 
Welfare of our prettious Souls its happily provided for. 
Let Death come when.it will, it will be welcome, you will 
be no loſers : let it hurry you to the Bar of Chriſt you 
have made the Zuage your Aavocate, you are capacita- 
- tor the bleſſed iffon, and everlaſting Fruition of 


2. You have laid up a good Foundation for Eternity, 
for bleſſed Jarmaortelity. A wile Man builds ſure ; he 
looks to his Z»d, he prevents fore-ſeen Dangers, and 
provides for to morrow. So did that Steward make Friends 
to himſelf againſt the Day of Expulſion from his Sew- 
odſbip; and *twas his //i/dom : So did Noh build his 
Ark before the Flood: So did Foſeph liy up Food againſt 
the Years of Famine : So did the wiſe Virgins take Oyl in 
their Veſſels before the Bridegroom came. 

Laſtly. You have God's Aſertion of it, and Atteſtati- 
on to it : Beſides our Zext, read but that one Scriprure 
more, 10. Prov. 5. He that gathereth in Summer is a wiſe 
Son, but he that leepeth in Harveſt is a Son that cauſeth 
Shame. A wiſe Man will loſe no time, He takes Op- 
portunity by the Fore-lock for the Diſpatch of Buſinels. 
Let's tarry a little longer, {aid a great Stateſman, and we 
ſhall have done the ſooner. But tho this may be true in 
Politicks, *rwill not hold in Relizion : Delays here are 
dangerous : Soul-Afﬀairs mult be diſpatch't with the firſt. 
The Husband-man will not trifle away a fair Day in Har- 
veſt : The 7arriner will not loſe a fair and proſperous 
Wind : The General of an Army will take his-firft Ad- 
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vantage. There are no Zrrours in War twice: Zhaftned 
and delay d not ſaid Holy David,to keep thy Righteous Fudg. 
ments. This is an Argument of true Hiſdom ; this isan 
Evidence of ſaving Grace. 


Application. 
1. {4ſe. Is this Wiſdom from above to be min&ful and 


careful about our /atter Zzd? then what Sots and Bruits 
are they who put the Thoughts and Conſiderations 


24. at; thereof far from them ? Felix trembled at the hearing 


of ſuch a Sermon, and deſired Pau! to preach no more 
any ſuch terrible DoArine to him. Zewis the 1 1th of France 
forbade all his Conrtiers and Attendants to ſpeak of Death 
to him. In truth Malefattors can't indure the Thoughts 
of Fudyes or Aſizes: Such ſerious Diſcourſes muſt be 
deferr'd till to morrow, *till a more convenient time. The 
Duke of Alva being demanded by the King of aver, 
whether he had ſeen and obſerved that famous Comet in 
Caſſiopeta, reply'd ; Sir, have ſo much Buſineſs to do on 
Earth,that L have no leiſure to look up to Heaven [ndeed ! 
Have wiſe and great Men no leiſure to look after God, 
and their Souls, and into their eternal Condition / Our 
Glorious Queen #/izaberh told Archbiſhop Whitguift, that 
ſhe always thought of God, her Heart and Thoughts 
never ſtrayed from him. Tis Folly and frenzy, fooliſh: 
neſs and madneſs not to intend and mind the one thing 


Prov. 6. neceſſary. Go to the Ant thou Sluggard, conſider her mays 


and be wiſe, which having no Guide, Overfeer nor Ruler, 


F- 7: doth provide her Meat in Summer, and gather ber Food in 


Herveft ! The Storks, and the Cranes,and the Swallows nov 
their appointed Times, and obſerve the proper Seaſon for 
their coming. *Tis fad, that man muſt be ſent to School, 
to learn /i/dom from Birds and Inſets, and yet he 
will not learn the Judgment of the Lord, nor know the 
Day of his Viſitation, Oh ! how brutiſh is the Heart of 
man ſince the Fall / Let's 
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Let's expoſtulatea little with theſe Beafs in the ſhape of 
men. 

1. Have you any buſineſs of greater Importance and 
Concern than thoſs of Death and Fudement to come ? 
Soul-Afﬀairs certainly ſhould have the Preheminence. 
Wordly Matters are but Digreſſions, or Parentheſes, 
things by the by in compariſon of Spirituals. Charge 
them, ſaith the Apoſtle, that are rich in this World, not 


to be high-minded, nor truſt in uncertain Riches: That they 1- Tim. 6. 
dogood, and lay np in ſtore for themſelves a good Foundati-'7* '* 


on againſt the time to come, that they lay hold of Eternal 
Life. He look notlaith the ſame Apoſtle,we do not aim 
at, we do not make our Ark and end things which 


ae ſeen, theſe are temporal, thele are fleeting and, c,. ,. 


fading, vaniſhing and periſhing, uncertain and unſatis-:8. 
fying. No but we /ook at things Inviſible, which are 
durable agd eternal. No man 1n his right Wits will 
prefer Braſs and Droſs to Gold, the Caſe unto the Jewel. 
Worldly matters are unprofitable and impertinent as to 
our everlaſting Eſtate, what are theſe to the purpoſe and 
buſineſs of Eternity ? *Tis but building Caftles in the 
Air, projeQting Fallacies and impoſſibilities , courting 
Fancies, and embracing Clouds and Shadows, all this toyl 
and adoe that our Pragmatical Hearts make about the 
World ; - here is nothing in it that can ſatisfie the Deſires, 
or ſupply the wants of our Souls. Nothing in the whole 
World can ftand you in any ſtead, or do you any good 
i the needful Hour. Riches, Honours, Friends, and Plea- 
lures, profit nothing in the day of H/rath ; they cannot pre- 
lerve from Death z they cannot ſecure you from J»dz- 
mext ; who then would buſy himſelf about thoſe lying 
Vanities, to the forſaking and forfeiting of Divine Mer- 
cles ? 


2, Have you time and ſtrength enough to enture the, co. 4. 


Concerns of your Souls? 7ime is ſhort : We are burtzs. 


withering Graſs,a fading Flower : Our Days upon Earth are E "4. 
4 


Il, 
4+ Jam. 14. 
2.Eſlay,ult. 
923, Pſal. 9. 
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14. Jo 2+ @ Shadow ; when it grows longeſt, it declines ſooneſt,and 
*  * tsneareſtits end. Our Life is a / apour, a Bubble exhal- 


cd out of the Earth, and preſently diflipated and difſol- 
ved: *Tis but a /ittle Breath, a puff of Wind, if it be ſtopt 
m our Noſtrils, farewell to us ! we are inthts World no 
more. Our Life is a Speech, a ſhort Tale,a Word, a Me- 
ditation, no ſooner thought and uttered but ended. A 
Word hath its being in ſpeaking, its Death in ſilence ; 
ſuch is rhe Life of Man, the Epitome of Brevity, and Va- 
nity. Now thenin this ſhort inchof time are you able 
to ſecure your everlaſting Concerns? You have loſt 
much of this little time,are you lure of any more/Are you 
{ure of another day todo the Buſinefes of your Souls? A 
wiſe Man wili not do that to morrow, which may and 
muſt be done to Day. Boaſt not of ts Morrow ; For thou 
knoweſt not what the Womb of x day may bring forth :'Tis 
madneſs tocrack and brag of Years, when we are not 
ſure of Hours. 

3. Are you certain that hereafter you ſhall have an 
Heart to prepare for Death and Fudgment ? Suppole God 
{ſhould give you a longer time, you are not aſſured that 
he will give you more Grace. His Spirit ſhall not always 
ffrrve with Man. Today, whileſt "tis called to day, you 
m:ft hear his Voice. If you do not hear now, God may 
not hear you to morrow : The Lord hath not promiſed 
always Attendance on the Heels of Sinners. He now 
waiteth to be Gracious,and wow is the accepted time : neg- 
lect this, and you may never recover the like more.Now 
God may be found, if you will ſeek him with your rice 
Hearts. If you let this Seaſon of Grace once (lip awa!, 
who knows but that the Bridge of Mercy may be dra'sn 
up? Andthe Gate of Glory faſt ſhut againſt you ? God 
now diſplays the Banner of his Love, holds out a white 
Flag of Truce and Peace unto you : You may come in 
now upon' terms of Advantage, if you will : If you will 
not ; the Sranderdof War, the red Flaz of Death - 
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be et up againſt 'you, and then'ewill be' too late. The 


Lord will not always bear the Provocations of Sinners: 
He gives them time now to bethink themſelves, and to 
better their Eſtates : but he hath never ay that he 
will give them an Heart upon their preſent Negle&s to 
do it to morrow. Sirs, we inthe Miniſtry cannot Preach 
toyou as Noah did to the Old World, 7et ax hundred 
and twenty Tears, and you ſhall be deſtroyed : Nor as Fonah 
did to Vineveh, 7et forty Days and you ſhall be deſtroyed : 
But as our Lord did to that rich Fool, 7his Wight, and thy 
Soul may be required at thy Haxds: And as the Angel did 
to Lot, Haſt, Fly for thy Life ont of Sodom, out of Sin, 
or within an Hour, a Moment thou mayeſt be a burning 
in Hell. H:ry the Fight, told Archbiſhop Cranmer offe- 
ng to ptay with him upon his Death-Bed,that he would 
firſt take a Nap, and then he would Pray ; but when he 
awoke, he grew Speechlels, You Sinners, if you nap 
longer in Sin, you may grow ſpeechleſs, and Senſe- 
leſs alſo. 

| 4 Suppoſe you ſhould have more time, would your 
Preparations be effeCtual and ſuccesful ? How many 
climbed about the Art, and deſired admiſſion into ir, 
when the E/o0d came, and were arowned ? The #00::/b 
Firzins having bought their Oyl, Cryed, Zord,open to ts! 
Lord, op: to us! but the Door of the Bride-Chamber 
was bolted upon them z they came too late. Now Holy 
Duties, Hearing, Praying, Faſting may do you good, 
but you are not ſure if now negleRed, ' that hereafter 
they will be beneficial to you. How many have repented 
n this Life, when it was too late, and to no purpole ? 
Eſau ſong he the Bleſſing with Tears, and yet went away 
without it. An Old Sinner crying unto God for Mercy 
on his Death-Bed, heard this Voice from Heaven, where 
thou haſt ſpent thy /#h+ar, there ſpend thy Prann,where 
thou haſt ſpent thy F/oure. there ſpend thy Chf; 1 will 
notbe put off with the Devi7's Leavings. 

2.Ut/e. 
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2. Uſe. Youngand Old;Conſider and Prepare for your 
latter 5 q Namber your Days and apply en aha to 
Hiſdom, God doth not compute your time by 7ears, 
but Days: Do not you put Cyphers for Figures, and in- 
ſtead of Subſtraition and Reduction become guilty of 44. 
ditions and Multiplications, Live every day as if it 
were your laſt. Be prudent and thoughtful. Caſt up- 
on to morrow, upon Eternity. You are entring into it, 
you are treading upon the Threſhold. Where {hall you 
be a thouſand years hence ? Where in the hour of Death? 
Where inthe day of Fudemert ? In what place ? In Hes 
ven, or Hell ? With what Company ? With God or De- 
vils? O! My Friends you have great receipts, a very 
great Stewerd-jhip, think and think again with the great- 
eſt ſcriouſneſs upon your Accounts. Since you mult die, MI ; 
ſince you mult be diſſolved, fince you muſt ſuddenly - 
pear at the Fudgment ſeat of Chriſt, O! That manner of 
Perſons ſhould you be in all holy Converſation and Godlineſs, Wl ; 
looking for, and haſtning to the coming of the preat God and 
our Savioar, Aptlles being, demanded why he was ſocxat WM ; 
and Curious 1a limning of his Pieces, anſwered, becauſe 
he painted for Zrerziry. You are now living for Eterni- 
ty, live with the greateſt ſtriftneſs and Seriouſnels, live 
as thoſe that believe and ſee it, live as thoſe that are at 
the very Door of Eter :ity. Our Zord commended the 
JViſdom of the Unjuſt Seward, tho he ated wickedly 
yet he acted prudently in providing againſt an evil Day. 
Learn Hiſdomand holy Forecaſt, O ye Children of Lt! 
trom vile Worldlings. 

1. You that are Young, do you conſider in time your 
latter Fund , Remember now your Creator in the Days of 
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God that is exhibited to you. Take heed, do not loſe 
your Souls, your God, your All. If ever you will eſcape 
Hell and get to Heaven, now or never ; This 1s your 
time, you are ſure of none other. k 
or 
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For 1. Death ſteals upon youatan unawares , it lies 
in Ambuſh for you : Multitudes of young Perſons 
have been ſurprized by it O ! See that you be not unpro- 
vided : In what a doleful and deplorable Condition mult 
that Soul be that is hurried out of the Body into Eterai- 
ty unprepared, unconverted ? None ever dropt into that 
other World and got Grace there : if you do not get it 


here, you ſhall never pet it there. Death and Deſtructi- 18.Job 22 


on have beard the Fame of /Viſdom. The Dead and 
Damned had once the //7i/dom of God Crying, Preach- 
ng, Wooing, Courting, and beſeeching them to become 
Converts, to be reconciled unto God, to be molded in- 
tothe Image of God, but like deaf Aaders they would 
wt be charmed out of their Sins: and now there are no 
more Crys nor Calls, no more, Summons nor Sermons 
of Repentance to them. Read and Underſtand, Read 
and Muſe upon that Scripture, 21. Prov. 16. Zhe Man 
that wanders out of the way of Underſtanding ſhall remain 
in the Congregation of the Dead, of the Rephaim, of the 
Gyants of the Old Horld. God's holy Spirit wreſtled 
with them for many Years together by the Miniſtry of 
Woah, but they ſlighted and deſpiſed all his Sermons,the 
rejeted all his Coxnſels, they would not build their Art, 
and at laſt the Food came ſuddenly upon them, as a Dart 
lwiftly lung out of the Hand of God, and ſwept them 
Into the Priſon of Hell. See to it, that you come not a- 
mong them : Young ones! that now hear me, beware 
of deſpiſing God's Word, beware of ſetting at nought 
God's Counſel, leſt he laugh at your Calamity, and mock 
when your Fear cometh, when your Deſtruttion cometh as & 
Whirlwind ſuddenly, and nnavoidably. 

2, Caſt your Eyes upon the ineſtimable worth and 
ralue of your Souls, will you loſe theſe for ever, theſe 
pretious Jewels? that all the Gold and Silver, all rhe 
Treaſures of this World are never able tq retrieve out 
of the Hands of Divine Juſtice : Shall they be loſt by 
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your Negligence and Sloath ? 7he Redemption of your 
Souls is Pretious and ceaſeth for ever : What will it pr 
you to gain the whole Horld and loſe your Sonls? Or 
what will you give in exchange for your Souls? Nothing WW 
can buy you out of the hands of Wrath, if you once MW vir 
fall under it. O! do not by your Lazyneſs and Forget- MW 1 
fulneſs loſe the only Fewe! of the World. Do not as i 4 
that Woman, who when her Houſe was on Fire buf: in 
ed her {elf in ſaving her Goods, but forgot her Child WW g 
that was a burning 1n the Flames : Do not you I ſay bu MI « 
{y your ſelves about your worldly Goods, your youth- MW uy; 
ful Luſts and Pleaſures, and at laſt let your Souls burn M 4; 
inthe Flames of Hell; you may now, if you will, pr- MW 6 
ſerve and ſave them. Do not as Frantick and Deſpe Wl c; 
rate Gameſters, play away your whole Eſtate upon the Wl & 
caſt of one Dye. Keep your Souls carefully ; only keep 
them. They are your Darlings and God's allo. 1 
3. Farther to quicken you, conſider the duration of W x 
Eternity into which you are agoing. Every Step you WM v 
tread is towards the Grave, from whence there is nore- Ml «© 
turning: There isa wide Gn/ph between 7imeand £tn- WM F: 
nitythat can never be paſſed over twice: Your Condition, WE $; 
. when once you are outof the Body will be Xnchangeable. WM y 
Here it may be altered and bettered, but there it cannot Wl & 
be: 4 the Tree falls,(o it lies,and lies for ever.Hel"s cal WM h 
led the botromleſs Pit, becauſe you ſhall ever be defcend- WE vu 
ing into it, but never come out of it : *Twould be alin WM a 
gular Comfort if at laſt there might be a Releaſe, a MW Y 
coming forth of that Dungeon : Here is a Gaol-Delivery. n 
A Priſoner may become a Free-41an : ' But from the G«u! WM & 
of Hell there is no Diſcharge ; the Spirits that are once in WW 
Priſon there, are never freed any more: It was Or/9095 Ml fi 
Dream, that the Dewils and Damned Souls after 6000 WM y 
Years Pennance and Torments undergone in Hel, ſhould 
be reſcued and Saved. And the Papiſts do but Fable 
when they talk of Z4das his Frydays Happynels : The 
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isno Remiſffion nor Intermiſſion of their Torments. O, 
pong Eternity ! 

4. What abundance of pretious Time have you loft, 
and miſpent already ? All the Years that you have lived 
unconverted, you have bin dead whileſt you are alive. 
In green Years there may be Gray-Hairs, young Bo- 
dys, but old Sinners ; This, if ever the Lord work fav- 
ngly upon you, this very Conſideration, that you have 
given away from God your Fat and Blood, the Prime 
of your time, the Cream and Flower of your Youth, 
unto Sin and the World, will break your very Spirits, 
inda thouſand to one, but overwhelme you with unmea- 
furable and unſupportable Grief. - 7 was aſhamed, yea and 
Confounded, for that 1 bore the Reproach of my T7outh, 
ſaith penitent Zphraim. 3 1, Fer. 18, 19. 

5. How impoſſible is it to provide for Eternity upon 
a Sick-bed, or in your declining times? Aches, Pains 
and Sickneſſes will take you off then from that Work.O ! 
with what difficulty will you be able to Pray, or Medi- 
fate, or review your Life, or exercize Repentance, 
Fath, and Love, and Hope, and other Graces, when your 


Pirits will be taken up with reſiſting the ſtrength of 


your Diſeaſe, and oppoſing the dreadful Afaults of the 
King of Terrors? A Miniſter had this Anſwer from one 
be viſited on her Death-Bed, tho ſhe had been a full year 
upon it, ** Sr. Iam not able to bear good Diſcourſes, I 
am not at leaſure to entertain good Thoughts. If once 
Vanity become habitual, cuſtomary, and predominant 
n your Minds and Aﬀe@tions, and be not mortifhed and 
lubdued by the Power of Vitorious and Heart-changing 
Grace, you will be as vainand fooliſh, as full of falſe and 
llttering Hopes, as full of Worldlyneſfs, Sins and Luſts 
upon your Death-Bed, as ever you were in your moſt 
healthful Days. Beſides, what and if you thould loſe 
your Sences, your Reaſon and Underſtanding ? what and if 
through the Violence'of your Diſeaſe you ſhould grow 

D 2: Delirious, 
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Delirious, Mad and Raving, or Fooliſh and Childliſh, 
would you be then able to redeem loſt Time ? to leyel 
your Accounts with God ? to prepare effeQualiy for 
your great and laſt Change ? I ſpeak to young Men, and 
young Women; make ule of your Reaſon ; have your 
Wits about you : you will find it the moſt rational thing 
inthe World to be Religious betimes. 

6. Conlider the Inevitable neceſſity of Death, and yet 

it's Uncertainty. As there 1s 4 time to be Born, a time to 

3. Eccleſ. Live, ſothere isa fixed and determinate #/me for Death, 
7+ JoÞ 1: There is an appointed time for Man upon Farth by God, 
beyond this you ſhall not paſs: Tour Days are like the Days 

of an Hireling ; when your Work is ended, your Life 

ſhall end alſo, that you may receive your Wages. The 

Law of Death is more Inviolable than that of the Mexes 
$.Fccle.g, and Perſians. There is no may hath Power cver his Soul 
to keep it in his Body, when God that gave it calls for 

it : Nonehath Pover in the Day of Death : There is nod(- 

charge in that YVar : FVickedneſs ſhall never ſave nor 

deliver thoſe fram Death that are additted to it. Death 

ſteals upon you at unawares; it creeps in {lily and un- 
perceptibly upon you as a 7hief in the Night. When 

young ones, cry Peace, Peace, then Death oftentimes 

. comes as 7ravel-Pangs upon a 'Voman with Child. You 
are young, and yet know not the Day, the Place, nor the 
manner of your Death, Take heed you Die not in your 
Sins, beware you get not into Hell before you think 
on't. 

7. How acceptable unto God'is holy Seriouſnels and 

true Godlyneſs in Youth ? How beneficial and advanta- 

\ Cron, Fious unto your ſelves! Young Saints are God's chick 
24. 22 elt Favourites, God ſets a Remark of Honour upon 
?. Im-3- King Zoſteh, That whiteſt he was yet Zoung he began t0 
\1 ads ſeek after the God of his Father David. So Timothy is 
bn honoured, for learning the Scriptures in his Child hood,and 
14.12, 12, 01naſex for being an old Diſciple. And the Godly you's 
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Son of wicked. Feroboam , went to his Grave in Peace, 
when the reſt of his Father's Houſe were deſtroyed 
Root and Branch. *Tis good to bear the Yoak of Chriſt 
in your Youth, and betimes to ſeek and ſerve the Lord, 
you will reap the Benefits and Bleſſings thereof in your 
old Age. £od never caſts off his aged Servants: none 
ever repented that they began too ſoon, or continued too 
long 1n God's Service. | 

$8. What ſweet Calms will you have in your own 
Soul when the Main is ſecured ? Peace with God, aſſu- 
rance of his Love is an Heaven upon Earth: You ſhall 
not be aſhamed to Live, nor afraid to Die. You will 
have an incomparable Quiet, an inexpreſſible Sweetnels 
and Peace in your own Conſciences and Boloms. Zhe 32. Eciy. 
VLork of Righteouſneſs is Peace, the Fruit and «ffe&t of "7: 
God'yneſs is Quietneſs and Aſſurance for ever more. In the 
greateſt Difficulties and Storms your Hearts will be fixed, 
truſting in the Lord. You may be able to triumph over 1.Cor. i 5- 
the King of Terrors, and ſing that Divine EFpinikion,Death 553% - 
is ſwallowed up in Vifttory. O Death' where is thy Sting? 22. Revel. 
0 Grave! where is thy Strength? You will deſire tobe dif- Pinuit. 
ſolved, that you may be at home with Chriſt. Come Lora 
Feſs! O come quickly! why are thy Charet Y heels (6 
long a coming ? 

9. By preparing for your latter End, your worldly 1. Tin. 4. 
Buſineſſes will go on the ſmoother,and ſucceed more prol- * 'p.... 
perouſly. You know not what Bleſſings God may accu- 2g. 
mulate upon you, by your Obedience and Godlyneſs. *?- 5": 
Godlyneſs hath the Promiſes of this Life, and that which La Gen. 2. 
Is FO come, 

10. Conſider the Terrors and Horrors of the Ungod- 
ly becauſe of their Neglet of this and other Duties. 
Put your Ears to the Gate of Hell, and liſten awhile to 
the Groans of the Damned, and you will hear them 
Curſe the Hour they omitted this important,this indiſpen- 
ible Duty, and flighted and negleQed their _—_ 
ouls ; 


25, 
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Souls ; How do they wiſh themſelves back again into this 
World, and that God would but prove and try them 
with another day of Grace ! But 'tis to no purpoſe. Dj. 


'5. Luke 2c5 could get no Relief, no Releaſe, not one Hour, not 


one Moment more in this World, not one Drop of Re- 
freſhment, not one Beam, not the leaſt glimpſe of Hope. 
This is exceeding Terrible. 

LV Vork then the F Vorks of God that ſent you into the 
World whileſt *tis called to Day, before the Night come 
wherein there is no working. #Fhatever your Hands find 
todo (and you have more than enough to do for your 
Souls, |) do it with all your Might ; for there is no / York, 
nor Device, nor Knowleds, nor /Viſdom in the Grave, to 
which you that are young are haſt ning. 

Objett. But Sr. Iam young —_— and have time e- 
nough ; I may now take mv Pleaſure, and think of 
Death and Fudgment when Iam old. 

£ſmer. Sirs, fo young as you are, you are old enough 
to Die. How many younger and ſtronger than your 
ſelves, have got the Start of you into Z#rernity? Roſes 
are oftentimes nipt in the Bud : *Tis an Obſervation of 
that Noble and Judicious Lord Yerulam, that more die 
before they be one and twenty than after : Read that 
cooling Card to your Pride and Self-conceitedneſs. 11. 
Fecleſ. g. Rejoyce, O young an in thy Youth, and let thy 
Heart cheer thee in the days of thy Youth, and walk in the 
ways of thine Heart, and in the ſight of thine Fyes: But 
know thou that for all theſe things, God will bring thee to 
Fudgment. 

Objed#, But Sr. if Itake this Courſe, I ſhall be counted 
a Fool and a Fanatich. 

Azſwer. But will God count thee ſo? will the Lord 
thy Soveraign Fudge repute thee one ? will the Holy 
Anrels of God? will the Wiſe and Judicious Saints of 
God reckon thee for one? will thine own inlightned Cem 
ſeience Accuſe and Condeman thee for a Foo! ? will thele 
very 
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very Linners and Devils at laſt do it ? No,they will | augh 


atthee in Hell (if there be any laughing there ) for thy 
Folly and Madneſs in leaving Heaven and Glory to be 
lodged among them in that Lake of Eaſcleſs and Endleſs 
Torments. Hell from beneath is moved for thee, to meet 
thes at thy coming, it ſtirreth up all the Damned for thee, 
ll of them ſþall ſpeak and ſay untothee, Artthou alſo ſuch 
a Fool to become one of us? Like unto us in Sin and Mi- 
ſery ? Poor young Man ! I pitty thy weakneſs that thou 
canſt not bear a Scoff for Chriſt, that thou wilt be jear'd 
out of Heaven and Glory, and rather be damned Eternal- 
ly, than ſuffer a little Diſgrace for thy God and Souls 
Sake. More Wit had that Athenian Miſer, who being 
taunted at by the Boys for his Covetouſneſs; gets him 
home, and hugging his Baggs in his Arms, tells them, 
theſe ſhall do me more good, than all your Scofts and 
Jears ſhalldo me harm. Reproaches ſhall never do you 
lo much hurt, as the performance of this your Duty 
ſhall do you good. 

2, Let me Nibjoyn a word unto the aged, and I have 
done. You are- upon the Skirts and Borders of Death, 
you tread upon the Territories of the Xing of Teryors, 
you have one Foot in the Grave already, your Grashopper 
1s a Burden, your Almond Tree Bloſſoms, the Pillars of your 
Houſe Tremble, Come dig your own Graves, enter into 
a Charnel ary hy pin your ſelves before the Judgment 
veat of Chriſt. Let your firſt Thoughts in the morning, 
and laſt at night be of your /atter £nd: Feed as the £- 
zyptians did at their Feaſts upon a Deaths- Head. Remem- 
ber you have lived long enough tothe World, to Self and 
Sin, begin now to live to God at laſt. *Tis a rare thing 
lconfeſs to ſee an old Sinner become a new Creature ; 
but *tis not impoſhble. Alicodemus was a Convert in his 
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Ola Fee : Yet time is afforded, yet Grace is tendered to 3: John 
you, your Accounts may be ballanced, and all may be ** * 


evencd between God and your Souls it- you will : Hell 
is 
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is yet avoidable, Heaven is yet attainable, whileſt there is 
Life there is ſome hope: See then that you walk Circumſpect 
ly,not as Fools, bnt as WViſe, redeeming the Time. Remem- 
ber there is but one Step between you and your unchang- 
able Condition : O /do not Slumber nor Sleepaway your 
Salvation any longer. 7ravellers when tte Night draws 
on, haſten their Pace homeward. Zees before a Storm are 
moſt laborious : The Husband- Man plyes his harveſt-work 
in a fair day. When the roms heard the News of the 
Bridegrooms coming, at Midnight,7 hey aroſe and trimmed 
1p their Lamps. Take hced leſt God upon your Negle& 
of this weighty Duty ſhould give you up to your Folly 
and Frenzy. 7he Heart of the Sons of Mn is full of Fvil, 
and Madneſs is in their Heart while they live, and after tht 
they go to the Dead, {aid that Royal Preacher. God doth of- 
tentimes judicially harden Sinners: So did he Pharaoh: So 
did he the degenerate Heathen : So did he Hypocritical 
and Prophane Zerroſalem. Becauſe 7 would have purged thee, 
and thou wouldeſt not be purged, but in i Filthimeſs there is 
Lewdneſs , therefore thou ſhalt never be purged. Let not 
God ſay of you, as of the barren Figtree, Herceforth let 
no Fruit grow on thee! Or, I have waited theſe many 
Years, expeCting Fruit but find none; Hew them down, 
and caſt them into th: Fire. Imitate aged Barzillai, go 
home, and {ct your Houſe in order becauſe you muft ſhort- 
ly die. How long have you to live ? Is it the eleventh 
Hour, the laſt Honr of the Day, and of your Life, and 
are you Idle ? Come up and do your preſent Work : Be 
not diverted from itby any worldly Buſineſs : Your work 
is very great, your Strength very ſmall, you have left 
you buta few Minutes. Death ſtares you in the Face: 
Time and Tide ſtay for none. Let not worldly Thoughts, 
ſecular Cares as Pharo's lean kine,cat up and devour your 
heavenly Concerns. Be not wile when it is too late, after- 
Wit is never good : you may buy Gold roo dear, and Re- 
pentance .in Hell is a very dear Penny-worth. Io oy 
take 
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ake'the Word: of Exhortation. O / that you would be) 

Wiſe | that you-would underſtand this ! that you would con. | 

fder your:latter find !' God i& well-;pltaled: with it, that 

you ſhould be [truly Godly, '- and! .everlaſitngly "happy. 

[f thine Heart be wiſe, my Hears ſpall rejoyce, even mine. 2320.15. 
Iwill ſhut up all with aiſhort Story: Three-Slaves in 

Turkey ran away from'their Patroz into the Wilderneſs, 

where they were purſued by a Zyon: The poor Wretch- 

es flee for their Lives,-:toa tall Tree thathuang over a fear- 

ful Precipice ; getting to it,they fpy at the top an Hive of 

feet Honey, and climbing up they fit and teed joyfully 

upon it, and forget the Mileries' of their Captivity, and 

Dangers from the Zyo#: But inthe midlt. of their Mirth 

two Worms eat out the Tree Roots ; and then Tree, 

Hive, Men, Honey and all tumbled headlong into De- 
ſrution. Theſe Sawes, Sirs, are you and 1, Young and 

0d, every Mothers Child of us, who have ran away 

irom God our Heavenly Maſter; the Filderneſs in which 
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s Wl veare wandering is the /Yorld; the Zyor that purſues 
t MW wis Death, the Zree to which we run for Shelter, is the 
+ Wl filk Hopes of /ozg Life ; The Honey on which we feed, 
y we the Pleaſures, Profits, and Honours here below,which 
1, Wl vhileſt we are feeding immoderately upon, and forget 
'0 God, our Souls, and laſt End: The two Horms of Day 
t- WH #nd Viehr do gnaw out the Heart-Roots of our Life,and 
h Wl ve are precipitated headlong into the bottomleſs Gulph 
d o& F:/, The good Lord avert the Omen. 


And now I have done with my Sermon. 
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Yet is there one Word more that I muſt add,and 'tis ad. 
dednot ſomuch for the ſake of the Deces/ed, as of the Li 
ving. 'Tistrue thave rarely fpokenon fuch Occaſions, 
teft I ſhould be raxed' with Flattery.'- Beſides, Funcrd 
Sermons are not ordained for the Praife of the Dead, but 
the Edification and Comfort of their Surviving 'Friends, 
Touching our Brother, who lieth in this before 
us, there is but one-Perſon I think in the Congregation 
that hath known him longer than my- ſelf, who have 
known him from a Child. He hiad a Religious Educ 
on, under a moft Vertuous Godly Mother, SanQified by 
many AMiCtions : And he never deceived, but fully an- 
ſwered her Hopes and ExpeCQtations from him,and Pray- 
ers for him. The only Diſappointment ſhe hath met 
in him, will be to hear of his Death before the News of 
his Sickneſs ; but that argues her Miſery, nothis Guilt. 
He had a very great concern for her on his Death-Bed, 
being the Staff of her old Age, and two hundred Miles 
diftant from her; and alonger Fife had been welcome 
tohim, that he might have continued the Teftimonials 
of his Duty, of his Filial Piety toher, now ſhehath ſo 
great need of him. But he acquieſced in the Will of 
God, andſo muſt ſhe alſo. Iconfeſs a Son of ſo much 
Piety towards God, and of Love, Honour, and Obedience 
toa Mother is very rare inthis degenerate Age. But if 
Proteſtant, Profeſſing Parents would be more Conſcien- 
tious in InſpeQing their Childrens Education , in train- 
ing them up in the Fear, Nurture, and Admonition ofthe 
Lord, 1n giving them from themſelves Patterns 2nd Ex- 
amples of Godlineſs : They might have more Comfort 
in their Children, and Churchand.S ate allo better Hopes 
of the Riſing Generation. 

He began to ſeek after God betimes, and entred upon 
the ways of Religion very early, yea he embraced the 
Profeſſion of it under hard Circumſtances: But he knew 
Chriſt muſt be taken with his Cro/s, if he would you his 
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Gown, and that the way ro Heaven is not ftrowed with - 
Roſes, nor paved with Pteafures : God's Saints do not 
ride in Coaches, but i» Chariots of Fire to Glory. He 
had the Comforts of ſerious Godlyneſs, of a Holy and 
Religious Life upon his Death-Bed : He gave me ſingu- 
lar SatisfaQtion as to his Spiritual Condition, and ſolid, 
well-grounded Hopes and Evidences for his everlaſting 
Salvation. He wasa moſt diligent hearer of the Word, 
had fervent AﬀeCtions for it, and would not loſe his 
golden Opportunities of getting Acquaintance, and hold. 
ng Communion with his God. He was frequent ( 1 
take it monthly ) in his Attendance on the Zord's 7 able. 
He was a Cloſet-Chriſtian, and drove on a thriving Trade 
in Secret Heaven-ward. He lived Holily, and died Com- 
ſortably. Moſt of his Sickneſs was ſpent in Prayer, and 
he died Praifing. . One thing I may not omit, his Gra- 
titude to that moſt Noble Zady, to whom he had the Ho- 
nour of Retaining ; He could never mention the Re+ 
ipets and Care ſhe had for him now in his Sickneſs, 
without Terms of great Thankfulneſs and Veneration. 
He had been a good Servant unto God, and therefore un- 
to that illuſtrious Perſonage. But his Work being done 
on Earth, The Lord called him home unto himfelf, thac 
he might receive his Wages ; anda rational Charity bids 
me hope he is now at Relt in his Maſters Joy. 

Young Perſons, do you make this Ule of this Zxam- 
plz, to Fear and Glorife the Lord, that you may have 
Peace at laſt. Mark the Perfett Man; Behold the Up- 
right, for the End of that Man is Peace. They were ve- 
ry ſad Words that dropt from that great Cardinal Iolſey 
upon his Death-Bed, had 7 bir as careful to have ſerved 
my God, as to have pleaſed my King, he would never have 
forſaken me in my old Age, But God doth not forſake his 
Young nor Gray-headed Servants. 
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Theſe Books are lately Printed for Na- 
thanael Ranew' at the Kings-Arms 
in St, Pauls Churcb-Tard. 


Emarks- on Dr. Stillinefleet”s late iBook Entitu- 
led the unreaſonableneſs of Separation , by a 

Conformable Clergy Man of the Church of Zzeland. 
- The Virtnons Homan Found, her Loſs bewailed and 
CharaQer improved, in a Sermon at'the Funeral of that 
eminently Religious Lady Mary,. Counteſs Dowager of 
J/Varwick, the moſt Illuftrious Pattern' of Sincere Piety, 
and Sollid Goodneſs this Age hath produced : To which 
is annexed ſome of her Ladyſhips pious and uſeful Medi- 
tations, Written with her own hand. 

The great Fvuil of Procraſtination, or the Sinfulneſs and 
Danger of deferring Repentance, in ſeveral Diſcourles. 

S$1y Ox: or a ſcalonable Plea for a full hearing betwixt 
Man and Man, and a fcrious Plea for the like hearing 
betwixt God and Man, inan Aſſize Sermon at Chelm/- 
ford. in Zeſſex. 

A Sermon Preached at St. Jnne Black-Friars, before 
the Company of Apothecarics of Zondon, September 8, 
158t. Andattheir Dclire made Publick. 


Theſe four laſt are publiſhed by Anthony /Valker. D.D. 
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